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When I was trying to find a subject to write about I wrote down a few different ideas. Every day I would check my list and rethink each idea. I would write down one reason why I chose that subject and then put the list aside until the next day.  After 5 days the only one I still had reasons for ended up being the subject that I chose. Because of this process I was able to see which subject meant the most to me.  I felt like addressing this in different aspects would help me see more then just my own opinion and could potentially help me find change in my perspective.  Over the course of the class I was able to look at my subject (poverty) in many different aspects. In the end however, my perspective has remained very similar to what it was in the beginning. There is defiantly room for change... Every little bit of effort counts.
            I think the more variety that can be included, the better understanding and knowledge you will gain from both the subject itself, as well as in writing for the reader. The first assignment that I chose to include is my position argument. I chose this piece because it is full of information that is geared directly toward my argument. Many people stereotype the subject of poverty, and government assistance so much, without looking at the facts and statistics.  It is important to be well informed about the subject before making an opinion and sticking to a position. Before adding this to our magazine I went through and made revisions that I felt were needed to make this argument stronger. Some of the revisions included, strengthening facts with supporting government aid - contributing to the problem of poverty, listing possible solutions, and finishing it off with a summary of my position. 
	The second piece I chose to add to the magazine is my profile on Ernest Pierce. I chose to include this because I think that it has a very powerful message. It goes into detail about an individual that was born into poverty.  It goes over his obstacles and struggles during this time in his life, and his strength to over come it. I spent hours and hours trying to perfect this profile so it would have a lasting effect on the viewer.  I feel like the combination of the song, photos and text tell an amazing story.  During the revision process I extended the text slides so they are easier to read, I changed transitions between slides, extended timing on some of the photos, edited the text, and included additional music to compensate for the extra time at the end of the original song.  I am really excited to have this profile on our magazine. The third assignment I included was another transition/adaptation piece. It started as a photo collage.  I love the story that pictures tell, and I wanted to include that into the transition.  I decided to make one picture out of many “stories” so I created a Mosaic.  My hope was to show that nothing is ever how it seems and there is always and underlying “story/ picture” to every situation. 
	For the fourth assignment, I chose to transition a flash short story.  The short story includes two individuals that face poverty in different ways. I wanted to show the potential difference between the two. Some people are perfectly happy where they are, and others are doing everything they can to change their situations.  I wanted to change the dark feeling of poverty as taboo, so I translated this into a comic. I think the visual, as well as attitudes, that are shown are very helpful in seeing what the story is really about.  People attach themselves to messages in so many different ways. I think it is important to identify the reader and be able to provide information that will stick with them well after the message is read. Some people can look at a report and immediately lose interest but if they are handed a pamphlet with the same information broke up into graphs, pictures and text they could be fully engaged and will get much more out of it. Transforming some of the assignments was both hard and fun. The first thought of course was always how am I supposed to transform it?  In my opinion it was already in the best shape it could ever be. If I were going to change it I would have done it in the revision. However, I found that leaving the document alone for a few days, then going back and re reading and thinking about each part of it would bring on new ideas. After the first transformation, I almost want to do it again on the same piece to see all the many ways that the same message can be portrayed. At times, it almost feels like a game trying to figure out the best way for each context. That is where the fun begins.
            Oh the collaboration fun. Well to start off I misunderstood the question about what qualities we would choose that could benefit my group post. One of my greatest weaknesses is grammar and punctuation. When I filled out the questioner asking what roles I could play in the group, I thought the question was asking what roles I needed in my group. So for number one I listed lead writer. Oh the shock it was to know I was going to have to edit 12-16 different papers. This has been a bit of a challenge, but through all the trial in it I have been forced to learn as much grammar and punctuation that I can in a few short weeks to make sure these 12- 16 pages turn out perfect! This has been a great experience for me to learn and grow in this aspect. I also tried to help everyone else with anything they might need with their roles. I checked in with group members to make sure they were progressing as needed, and offering assistance wherever I could. I posted and stressed deadlines so we could stay on track, and communicated as thoroughly as I could to make sure things were going as planned. For the most part my group members have kept an ongoing group email open. Anything that needs to be discussed is noted there and we all respond as we see it. We also use Google hangouts to do group video chats. This has been great to have more or a meeting style chat. Most of the important stuff goes on in these chats and all the little stuff goes through the group email. Communication is vital in collaborative assignments so we go over every detail to make sure everyone is on the same page. 
	
            The most important advice I could give to future groups is to communicate. Don’t worry about stepping on other peoples toes, do what you feel like is needed to get the work done. If that includes sending out reminders to people of deadlines or role assignments then so be it. If you see your group is lacking don’t be afraid to step in and let people know where they need to pick up the pace. There are plenty of nice ways of giving people necessary feedback that can help the whole group. Also turn your assignments in when they are due.  It is very hard for the group to move forward if they are waiting for people’s assignments to be submitted. This is a group project and it isn’t fair to let other peoples grades suffer because you can’t do your assigned tasks. 
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